21 August 1846.-10 Vict. 




bill 



[AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE, AND ON REPORT] 

To facilitate the Employment of the Labouring Poor for 
a limited Period in distressed Districts in Ireland. 



[N.B. Hit Clauses marked (A.), and (B.), were added on Report .] 



by reason of an apprehended failure of a portion p.„mble. 

I of the Potato Crop of the present season in Ireland, it is 
expedient to make provision for facilitating and encouraging the 
Employment of the Poor in Districts where Distress may prevail ; 



5 m it therefore cgt mted, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and the Authority of the same, THAT whenever, on representation of Extorii- 
the existence of distress in any district, it may seem expedient to the SsS™ 
10 herd Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland, Sldt' 
that an Extraordinary Presentment Sessions for any baronv half *'“ L " Td ? 

hnmn,. . c ■ „ J Lieutenant 

} 3 county or a city or county of a town in Ireland, the county ftrthepre- 
of the city of Dublin excepted, should assemble and make Present- WoSfnta 
meats for the execution of public works in such district, it shall be lh “ A °'' 

15 lalvful for tlle L °rel Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors 
Of Ireland, from time to time, by a notice to be published in 'the Dublin 
’azette, and also in One or more newspapers circulating in the 
respective district, and of which notice copies shall be posted in the 
usual places for posting public Grand Jury notices in such district, to 
20 direct and require that an Extraordinary Presentment Sessions for such 
arony, half barony, county of a city or county of a town, as the case may 
e > slla11 meet and assemble at such place or places in such district for the 
6 / 2 - 

A purposes 
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purposes of this Act, on such day or days and hours as shall be spe- 
cified in such notice, not being sooner than Ten nor later than Fifteen 
Days after the publication of such notice in the Gazette as aforesaid ; 
Justices to and it shall and may be lawful for every Justice of the Peace for the 
hoia Sessions cmmtv county of a city, or county of a town respectively, not being 5 
po«t oS a Stipendiary Magistrate, to attend, and such J ustices respectively, and 
the Cess-payers associated with them respectively, as hereinafter men- 
pl oMea?' tioned, are hereby required to assemble and to hold such Extraordinary 
Presentment Sessions respectively, for the purposes of this Act, in such 
place or places, and at such time or times, as shall have been so 10 
appointed. 

How Lioi.0 And be it Enacted, That the Justices or Justice present at every 
constituted, such Extraordinary Presentment Sessions, together with the number 
of the Cess-payers appointed by the Grand Jury at the then 
preceding Assizes of the county, county of a city or county of 15 
a town in which such Sessions shall be held, to be associated with the 
Justices at the ordinary Presentment Sessions to be holden next after 
such Assizes, for the purposes of an Act passed in the sixth and seventh 
year of the reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, 
6&7WD1.4 intituled, “An Act to consolidate and amend the Laws relating to ao 
'■ 116 ’ s ' 9 ' the Presentment of Public Money by Grand Juries in Ireland," 
for the barony or half barony, or the county of a ciy or county 
of a town, as the case may be, for which such Extraordinary 
Presentment Sessions shall be holden, shall constitute such ex- 
traordinary Presentment Sessions ; and the provisions contained in aj 
the said recited Act of the sixth and seventh years of the reign of 
King William the Fourth, relative to the selection of a Chairman 
and of the Cess-payers to be associated with the Justices or Jus- 
tice at Presentment Sessions, and to the casting voice of such Chair- 
man, shall, so far as the same are applicable, extend to such Extraordi- 30 
nary Presentment Sessions under this Act, and the Secretary of the 
Grand Jury and the County Surveyor or Surveyors shall attend thereat, 
and also an officer or person appointed by the Commissioners of Pub- 
lic Works in Ireland, if the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors shall so think fit to direct. 

Such Sessions And be it Enacted, That any such Extraordinary Presentment Ses- 
Kmtments sions are hereby authorized and required to make presentments for such 
for works. public works within the district for which such Sessions shall be held as 
they may think fit, specifying in all such presentments the maximum 
amount which shall be raised for the execution of any such work, and the 4 1 
said Extraordinary Presentment Sessions shall sit from day to day until 
all the business which may come before them of the nature hereby 
described be despatched, or may adjourn for any period not exceeding 

Three 
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Three Days ; and every such presentment so made by such Sessions 
shall he as valid and effectual for the purposes of this Act as if the 
same had been duly presented by the Grand Jury, and dated by the 
Court at any Assizes or presenting term. 

5 And be it Enacted, That the Chairman at such Sessions shall cause 
to be made out and shall sign with his name a schedule of all works 
which shall have been duly approved and presented at such Sessions 
respectively, and the sums presented for the same, and shall deposit 
such schedule with the Secretary of the Grand Jury of such county, 
to county of a city or county of a town, who within Three Days shall 
transmit to the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland a copy, signed by himself, of such schedule of works 
so presented at such Presentment Sessions, and it shall be lawful 
for the said Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors, 
15 ii he or they shall so think lit, to cause the same to be reported 
upon by the Commissioners of Public Works, and to be afterwards 
transmitted to the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury for their 
sanction and approval. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Commis- 
20 sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury from time to time, to authorize the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland to execute the said works 
so presented and specified in any such schedule of works, or such of 
the said works, or such part of them, as the said Commissioners of 
the Treasury shall think fit, at and for the amount so presented for 
25 each such work respectively, or proportionate part of it ; and it shall be 
lawful for the said Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland, with 
the approval of the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, to 
advance out of any monies applicable to loans at the disposal of the 
said Commissioners of Public Works, under the provisions of the Act 
30 of the seventh year of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, 
“ An Act to amend the Act for carrying on Public Works in Ireland,” 
or any Act or Acts to amend the same, the several and respective 
sums of money so presented for each and every such work, or pro- 
portionate part of it, so authorized to be by them executed, to be by 
35 the said Commissioners of Public Works applied and expended 
respectively to and for and in the execution of the said several and 
respective works so to be executed by them, and to be accounted 
for to the said Commissioners of the Treasury, or for the said Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to direct, if they shall so think 
40 fit, the advance of the said several and respective sums out of the 
produce of the Consolidated Fund. 

And be it Enacted, That the said Commissioners of Public Works 
shall, upon the receipt of any such warrant of the said Commissioners 



4 . 

A Schedule 
of Works pre- 
sented shall 
he signed and 
transmitted 
to Lord Lieu- 
tenant for his 
sanction, and 
the approval 
of the Trea- 
sury. 



5- 

The Lords of 
the Treasury 
may make 
Advances for 
such Works 
to the Board 
of Works, 
and authorize 
the Board of 
W orlcs to 
execute them. 



6 . 

The Board of 
Works shall 
proceed to 
execute such 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Works as are 
authorized to 
lie executed 
by them. 



7 - 

County Sur- 
veyors to as- 
sist in such 
Works, as 
directed by 
the Lord 
Lieutenant or 
Commis- 
sioners of 
Public 
Works. 



( 4 1 

of the Treasury, cause the execution or construction of any such 
respective works therein authorized to be proceeded with, subject 
nevertheless to such directions as they may from time to time receive 
from the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland, and shall for such purpose have and use all such powers 5 
and authorities as they are by any of the Acts now in force foi the 
extension and promotion of Public Works in Ireland invested with for 
the construction of any road or bridge or other work for the construc- 
tion whereof a grant shall have been sanctioned by the said Commis- 
sioners of the Treasury, and also all rights, powers, authorities and 10 
privileges of any County Surveyor or Contractor acting under and 
by virtue of the said Act passed in the sixth and seventh years of the 
reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, “ An 
Act to consolidate and amend tlie Laws relating to the Presentment of 
Public Money by Grand Juries in Ireland,” 15 

And be it Enacted, That the several County Surveyors in Ireland, 
and their Assistants, do and shall, from and after the passing of this 
Act, in addition to all their other duties, obey, perform and execute, 
either alone or conjointly with or subject to the direction of any other 
person or persons to be appointed for that purpose by the said Com- 20 
missioners of Public Works, all such orders and directions as the Com- 
missioners of Public Works shall from time to time issue and transmit 
to them, or any of them, respecting .the planning, laying out, superin- 
tending or overseeing any such work or .works within their respective 
Counties, as shall be specified in and by such orders or directions, or the 25 
disbursing any such sum or sums of money which shall be placed 
at his or their disposal for that purpose, and cause to be expended on 
such works so presented, any sums not exceeding the respective sums 
presented for the same respectively, and for such purposes shall have 
power, subject to such directions as aforesaid, to employ sufficient work- 30 
men, either at reasonable wages, or by task-work, and also an overseer 
for each such work, if he shall deem such overseer to be necessary, 
at reasonable wages, sanctioned by the said Commissioners of Public 
Works, and shall account to the said Commissioners of Public 
Works for the execution of such .respective works, and for the 35 
expenditure thereon, and for the sums advanced to him for such 
works ; and all and every the powers and authorities or provisions 
given or contained in the Acts for consolidating and amending 
the laws relating to the presentment of Public Money by Grand 
Juries in Ireland with reference to the execution of works thereunder, 40 
shall, as far as the same are applicable, extend and apply to the 
executing of such works as aforesaid by the County Surveyor or his 
assistants ; and any such County Surveyor or Surveyors or assist- 
ants (in addition to his or their usual salary), shall, in consideration 

of 
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of such employment, for the purposes of this Act, receive such 
further remuneration as the said Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors shall deem fit and sufficient. 



And belt Enacted, That the monies from time to time to be advanced 
5 pursuant to the provisions of this Act, by the Commissioners of Her 
Majesty-s Treasury, for the execution of any works under this Act, in any 
county, county of a city, or county of a town, shall he repaid by Grand 
Jury Presentments, by half-yearly instalments, not less than Four 
and not exceeding Twenty in number, as the Commissioners of Her 
to Majesty s Treasury shall direct, with interest at the rate of Three 
Pounds Ten Shillings per centum per annum; and the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works shall from time to time certify to the Secre- 
tary of the Grand Jury of each such county, county of a city, or county 
of a town, in which respectively such works shall "have been executed, 
15 the amount of the instalment or instalments so to be repaid; and 
each such Secretary of the Grand Jury shall lay such certificate 
before the Grand Jury of such county, county of a citv, or county 
of a town, at the next Assizes or Presenting Term after he shall 
receive the same ; and it shall be lawful for every such Grand Jury, 
20 and they are hereby required to present the sum mentioned in every 
such certificate relating to such county, county of a city or county 
of a town, to be raised and levied in the manner hereinafter 



25 



mentioned off the respective baronies or half baronies, county of a 
city or county of a town in respect whereof the works for which any 
such monies shall be so advapced by the said Commissioners shall 
have been presented ; and the Treasurer of such county, county of a 
city, or county of a town, shall pay the sum so presented by the Grand 
Jury, when and as by him received, into the Bank of Ireland, to the credit 
of the Paymaster of Civil Services, on account of Loans under this 
30 Act, or in such other manner as the said Commissioners of the Treasury 
shall direct : Provided always, That such Treasurer shall issue a 
separate warrant for the levy of the sum mentioned in any such certi- 
ficate ; and if the Grand J ury of any county, county of a city, or county, 
of a town, shall fail to present the sum, or any part thereof, contained 
in any such certificate, relating to such county, county of a city, or 
county of a town, the Treasurer of such county, county of a city, or 
county of a town, shall and be is hereby required to insert such sum, 
or such omitted part thereof, in such separate warrant for raising such 
monies as if such sum had been duly presented by such Grand. Jury, 
40 to be raised in manner hereinafter-mentioned off the respective baronies 
or half-baronies properly chargeable therewith as aforesaid, or county 
of a city, or county of a town (as the case may be), and the same shall 
be raised and levied off such barony or half barony, county of a city, 
or county of a town (as the case may be) accordingly, as if the same 
ad been so presented ; and the said Treasurer shall pay over the 

672. TJ ' 

' JJ amount 



35 



8 . 

Advances 
from Trea- 
sury to lie 
repaid by 
compulsory 
Presentment 
by Instal- 
ments. 



In case tko 
Grand Jury 
fail to pre- 
sent. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 6 ) 

amount when by him received as hereinbefore provided in the case of 
such money being presented by the Grand Jury. 

to And be it Enacted, That any sum of money so to be raised and 
iJdESSd levied off any barony, half barony, county of a city or county of a 
like the Poor town under the provisions of this Act, shall be charged upon, and 5 
tag to 1 & 2 applotted, raised and levied upon and from the occupiers of, and other 
persons rateable in respect of lands and hereditaments within such 
barony, half barony, county of a city or county of a town respec- 
tively, and rated under the then last preceding rate or rates made, or 
from time to time made in respect of the same, under the provisions 10 
of an Act of the first and second years of Her present Majesty, 
intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual Relief of the Destitute 
Poor in Ireland,” and any Act amending the same, and shall be 
payable by the respective rate-payers, who under the said last pre- 
ceding rate or rates shall have paid or contributed or been liable to 15 
pay or contribute rate in respect of property in such barony, half 
barony, county of a city or county of a town, according to the 
several valuations and proportions according to which respectively 
such last preceding rate or rates shall have been so made, charged 
upon, and payable by the rate-payers in respect of such lands or 20 
hereditaments respectively ; and any such sum of money shall be 
applotted, assessed and levied by the respective High Constable or 
Collector of Grand Jury Cess for such barony, half barony or place, 
as a poundage assessment equally upon the net annual value of the 
several lands and hereditaments within such barony-, half barony, 25 
county of a city or county of a town respectively, rated as aforesaid, 
as such net annual value shall have been stated in such last preceding 
rate or valuation as aforesaid; and on receipt of the respective County 
Treasurer’s warrant as aforesaid, such High Constable or Collector is 
hereby authorized and required to levy the money therein mentioned, 3 ° 
1 & 2 Viet., and to give to the parties paying the same receipts which shall not be 

«. $6, subject to stamp duty ; and such money shall and may be collected 

and levied, sued for and recovered, by such and the same ways and 
means as any Grand Jury Cess, or the money applotted on the several 
persons liable to pay any Grand Jury Cess, may be collected and 35 
levied, and with like powers, authorities and privileges to any such 
Collector, as in case of the levying of any Grand Jury Cess. 

10. 

ConStionof^ And be it Enacted, That the condition of every bond of a Collector 
entered°into of Grand Jury Cess to be hereafter given or executed by way of 
o?Grand Ct0r9 security for duly collecting and paying public money shall contain a ft 
Jury Cess. condition for his duly collecting and paying to the Treasurer of the 
county, county of a city, or county of a town in which such Collector 
shall act, on or before the first day of the next assizes, all such money 
as he shall be authorized to levy under this Act, and such bond shall 

be 
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be exempt from stamp duty, and shall be subject to all provisions now 
applicable to any bond to be given or executed by any Collector of 
Grand Jury Cess. 



And be it Enacted, That for the purpose of ascertaining the rale- C o P i e ”f 
5 able property and the rate-payers within any such barony, half barony, Swm io 
county of a city, or county of a town as aforesaid, it shall and may be of 

lawful for the respective Collector of Grand Jury Cess to apply to the 
guardians of the union or respective unions within which such respec- 
tive lauds shall be situate ; and such respective guardians are hereby re- 
10 quired to permit and suffer such Collector, or any person authorized by 
him in writing and under his hand to take a copy or copies 
of so much of any such last preceding rate or rates or valuation 
as aforesaid as relates to any of such respective lands or here- 
ditaments within any such district ; and in case any person or 
>5 persons having the custody of any such rate or rates or valuation 
refuse to permit, or shall not permit, such Collector or person so autho- 
rized by him to take such copy or copies thereof or extracts therefrom l & 2 Viet., 
respectively as aforesaid, the person or persons refusing or not per- 
mitting such copy or extract to be made shall for each and every 
20 such offence forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Five Pounds. 



And be it Enacted, That when any person occupying such lands or 
hereditaments within any such district shall he liable to pay a rent in 
respect of the same, he may deduct from such rent, for each pound of 
the rent which he shall be liable so to pay. One-half of the sum 
25 which he shall have paid as such assessment in respect of each pound 
of the net annual value (whether such rent shall be greater or less than 
such net annual value), and so in proportion for any less sum than a 
pound. 



12 . 
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And be it Enacted, That where any person receiving rent in re- Wherefore 
30 spect of any such rateable property within such district shall also pay ^SSpaid. 
a rent in respect of the same, he shall be entitled to deduct frotn the * 75 1 

rent so paid by him a sum bearing such a proportion to the amount of 
such assessment deducted from the rent received by him as the rent 
paid by him bears to the rent received by him : Provided always, That 
35 every lessor assessed instead of any occupier of rateable property shall 
be entitled to deduct from any rent paid by him in respect of such 
property a sum bearing such a proportion to One*-haIf of the assess- 
ment on such property as the rent paid by him bears to the net annual 
value of such property. 



40 And be it Enacted, That in all cases the receipt for any such sum Receipts to’ 
of money so to be levied as aforesaid, shall be accepted by every per- by person 1 
son entitled to receive rent in respect of the same property, in lieu of rentsl^Ueu 
such a sum of money, and in full consideration of such portion of 
6 ? 2 - C rent 
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tborizcd to be rent as the person tendering such receipt is hereby entitled to deduct 
deducted. from such rent, by reasbn of his payment of the sum for which such 
receipt shall be given: Provided always, That no such deduction shall 
be held to prejudice the right of any landlord to recover the posses- 
sion of any hereditaments by ejectment for non-payment of the rent 5 
thereof in any case where the remaining portion of the rent shall be 
unpaid. 

ts™ .f And be it Enacted, That the Grand Jury of any county, comity of 
gajietary of & £ ^ or coun ty of a town in which any such Extraordinary Present- 

in attending ment Sessions shall be held as aforesaid, shall, without application to 10 

rmmeriSn the Presentment Sessions present, to be levied off the county at large, 
b 0 .p"° county of a city, or county of a town, to be paid to any such Secre- 
by Grand ^ of t ^ e Grand Jury of the same such sums of money as shall be 
actually expended or incurred by him for expenses out of pocket in or 
in respect of attendance at any such Extraordinary Presentment 15 
Sessions ; and shall likewise present to be paid to any such Collector 
as aforesaid such remuneration for the collection of such assessment 
as is payable in the case of the collection of Grand J ury Cess, and such 
further sum as he may have reasonably incurred for the expense of 
obtaining copies of any such rate or valuation, and also a reasonable 20 
remuneration for making such applotment as aforesaid. 

When any And be it Enacted, That when any Public Work shall be presented 
ITtakenfm or executed under the provisions of this Act, it shall be lawful for any 
“ dCI occupier or owner of any ground taken and occupied for the purpose 

Owners,’ &C„ of suct Work , 0 demand and obtain from the officer of the said ! S 
of land taken » i 

to obtain Commissioners of Public Works or the County Surveyor, as the case 

loSitf may he, by whom such Work shall have been or shall be executed, 
County Sur- a certificate under bis hand, which such officer or Surveyor is hereby 
Scats ot required to give, stating the quantity of ground belonging to such 
the value, &<% occupier or owner which shall have been so taken and occupied for ■> 

of the same, r . . „„ nna i 

upon pro- the purpose of such Work, and an estimate of the average ann 

Sh n G°rina value of such ground, the tenure of such occupier or owner thereof, 

fmYa l °iim e of and an estimate of the total damage sustained by him or either of 

money for tkem ^ the taHne and occupying of such ground for the purpose of 
damage sub- J ” . . . . l 11 Kp 35 

tamed. such Work ; and upon giving or tendering such certificate it snau ue 

lawful for such officer or Surveyor as aforesaid to proceed in the 
execution of such Work without the interruption of any person; 

In case and it shall be lawful for any such owner or occupier, or either or 
shn 5 not & °'’ each °f them > at A® Assizes next following the giving of the said 
make applies- cer t\fi C ate, or at the next subsequent Assizes, upon giving Ten Days 4° 

tion to Grand t , c iu» 

Ju^hemay notice, previously to such Assizes, respectively to the secretary oi 
Assizes? and Grand Jury, of the amount of damages intended to be claimed, to 

Sages? 01 have a traverse for damages entered in the Crown Book in respect 

of such damage sustained by him ; and thereupon such traverse sha 
be tried in like manner, and like proceedings shall he had, and like 

presentment 
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presentment made in respect of the same, and subject to like provi- 
sions, as far as the same can be applied, as in the case of traverses 
entered for damages under the Acts for consolidating and amending 
the laws relating to the presentment of Public Monies by Grand Juries 
5 in Ireland : Provided always, That whenever the sum mentioned in 
the said certificate shall not exceed the sum of Ten Pounds, it shall 
and may be lawful for the person and persons to whom such certificate 
shall be given, either to make application to the Grand Jury at the 
Assizes next following the giving of such- certificate, or the next sub- 
10 sequent Assizes, for the amount of damages specified in such certifi- 
cate, not exceeding the extent aforesaid ; and thereupon it shall be 
lawful for the Grand Jury to present, without previous application 
to Presentment Sessions, such sum or sums of money, not exceeding 
the amount aforesaid, for the use of such owner or occupier, or each 
15 of them, as the case may be, in respect of the damage sustained by 
him or them, as they, upon inspection of such certificate, shall deem 
reasonable, to be raised off the barony or half barony in which such 
ground shall be situated, and to such Presentment no traverse shall 
be allowed or received ; but in case such owner or occupier shall not 
20 think fit to make such application to the Grand Jury, it shall be lawful 
for him, at the Assizes next following the giving of the said certificate, 
or at the next subsequent Assizes, upon giving Ten Days’ notice pre- 
viously to such Assizes to the Secretary of the Grand Jury of the 
amount of damages intended to be claimed, to have a traverse for 
25 damages entered in the Crown Book in respect of such damage 
sustained by him ; and thereupon such traverse shall be tried in like 
manner, and like proceedings shall be had, and like presentment 
made in respect of the same, and subject to the like provisions as 
far as the same can be applied, as in the case of traverses entered for 
30 damages under the Acts for “ consolidating and amending the Laws 
relating to the Presentment of Public Monies by Grand Juries in 
Ireland.” 

And be it Enacted, That in the construction of this Act, as regards 
the county of Dublin, the word “Treasurer” shall include the “Finance 
35 Committee and the word “ Assizes” shall include the “ Presenting 
Term and the expressions “ Collectors” and “ Collector of Grand 
Jury Cess” shall include the High Constable. 

And he it Enacted, That no Presentment Sessions shall be holden, nor 
shall any such Work as aforesaid be commenced, under the provisions of 
40 this Act, after the Fifteenth day of August One thousand eight hun- 
dred and Forty-seven. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in this present Sesssion of Parliament. 

672. 
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